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or the anti-courtiers commended Lord Privy Seal not only for the thing, but as hoping to gain him by this quarrel to more moderation.
March J. At this time all Christendom seemed io be in danger of a war, the rebels of Hungary having called in the Turks to assist them against the Emperor; and, one or two excepted, all the princes of the Empire, the kings of Spain and of Sweden, joining in defence of the, Empire; against the Turk on one side, and the French King (likely to fall upon Flanders, or some of the princes of Germany,) upon the other; whilst we enjoyed a happy pence at home, and which was the more likely to make it last, was the death of that so busy and factious Lord Shaftesbury, who was fled not long before into Holland.
March 5. I dined with several wealthy citixuns in London, as I had done twice before since my coming to town. I found it the most general opinion there (luit Liu; exchequer was not managed to the lung's advantage an it ought to be by the commissioners, and that my Lord Privy Seal had done a great service to the Crown to reveal the late fraud, wondering that the lung took no more notice of it. I told my lord this, with .some cirtuunsiances to the same purpose, who said it was necessary for him to estrange himself from my Lord Boehcatcr, lest lie might, be thought to be privy, if not a party, to some things of which the other was suspected.
The King's revenue came now to about 11 (),()()()/. per annum, and there was a project on foot to iurm it, and offers were made of it accordingly at 14(),GOO/. per annum by sufficient persons, and 500,6()0/. was offered to be paid beforehand as a security, and not to be deducted fill flu-last half-year ; this farm to continue for three, years. My Lord Privy Seal was believed to be the chief promoter of this, which my Lord Eocliester as much underhand discouraged, inasmuch as he sent to some of the richest citizens, desiring them not to concern their estate in this